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Chamber  
Upcoming 
Events 

Daniel Jackson ǅ President & CEO       daniel@carroll-ga.org 

Donna Armstrong-Lackey ǅ Senior Vice President     donna@carroll-ga.org 

Suzy Montalto ǅ Director, Operations       suzy@carroll-ga.org 

Suzy McCorkel ǅ Director, Programs & Events      suzymc@carroll-ga.org 

Lauren Holverson ǅ Director, The Burson Center     lauren@carroll-ga.org 

Joan Finch ǅ Information Specialist & Drugs Donôt Work Coordinator   joan@carroll-ga.org 

 

Your Chamber/Carroll Tomorrow Staff  

New Board Member Orientation 

Monday, Jan. 8 

 

Business Development Committee 

Thursday, Jan. 11 

8:30 am @ Chamber 

 

Business of the Month 

Thursday, Jan. 11 

 

WBA Coffee Break 

Tuesday, Jan. 16 

@ Carrollton Courtyard by Marriott 

 

Government Affairs Committee 

Tuesday, Jan. 23 

8:30 @ Chamber 

 

Sunrise Seminar with Carl Peabody, CPA 

Wednesday, Jan. 24 

9-10 am @ Chamber 

 

Chamber 101 

Thursday, Jan. 25 

8:30 am @ Chamber 

 

LOOKING AHEAD: Annual Dinner, Feb. 2 

Welcome New  

Members 
Please extend a warm Chamber  

welcome to the following new  

members and remember them when 

you do business. 

Downtown Gowns 
Lynn Sammons 

306 A Rome St. 

Carrollton, GA 30117 

Phone: (770) 702-0530 

Email: down-

towngownscton@gmail.com  

Website: http://

www.downtowngowns.us  

Category: Clothing/ Retail  
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Forward Carroll Sponsors were the 

honored guests at the annual appre-

ciation breakfast held at Longhorn 

Steakhouse. These generous individ-

uals and businesses provide funding 

that allows the Chamber to provide 

many events and programs through-

out the year at no cost to the general 

membership. See pages 9 and 10 of 

this newsletter for details on how you 

can be a Forward Carroll Sponsor 

for 2018.  

Thank You 2017 Forward Carroll Sponsors 
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How can you participate? 
 

§ Stop by the Chamber to pick up a #ThinkCarrollFirst kit with window cling, tee shirt, phone 

wallet and campaign information 

§ Or, call and request a kit and/or a chalkboard ï (770)832-2446 

§ Choose a positive word that describes your business and fill in the blank on the chalkboard. 

For example: Dine, Buy, Serve, Visit, etc. 

§ Gather your employees and get a few fun photos with the chalkboard. 

§ Post on your website, Facebook, Instagram and all of your social mediaétag 

#ThinkCarrollFirst and the Carroll Chamber. 

§ Place the #ThinkCarrollFirst window cling for best visibility. 

§ Download the ñ#ThinkCarrollFirstò logo from our website  

www.carroll-ga.org  to use in your promotions.   

§ Insert your photo with the logo to create a mini ad, print and post in your business window, 

at the cash register, any place that grabs your customersô attention. 

 

Questions? Call Donna at 678/890/2332 or email donna@carroll-ga.org 

The campaign topics for the month of January are ñBusiness Services, Legal,  

Financial, Insurance, Real Estate, Housing, & Property Management.ò 

If your business is included in the following list, be sure to participate  

during January with a #thinkcarrollfirst chalkboard Facebook post. 

1st Franklin Financial Corporation ï Carrollton 

1st Franklin Financial Corporation ï Villa Rica 

102 Conners Road, LLC 

Abbott Solutions Group 

AgSouth Farm Credit, A.C.A. 

ALFA Insurance/Darrell Ingram Agency 

American Commerce Bank, N.A. 

Apex Payroll 

Ashbrook Village 

Ashley Oaks Apartments 

Associated Credit Union 

Bagwell Properties 

Bank of North Georgia- Bankhead 

Bank of North Georgia- S. Park St. 

Bank of North Georgia/Commercial Center 

Bank of North Georgia-Bowdon 

Bank of North Georgia-Villa Rica 

Bank of the Ozarks  - Villa Rica 

Bank of the Ozarks - Bremen 

Bank of the Ozarks - Main 

Bank of the Ozarks- Tom Reeve Dr. 

Bass & Associates 

BB&T - Bowdon 

BB&T - Dixie Street 

BB&T - McIntosh 

BB&T - Villa Rica 

BB&T Insurance Services, Inc 

Bellevue Senior Community 

Benchmark Enterprises, Inc. 

Bennett-Phoenix LLC Commercial Real Estate 

Berkley Cook and Sons, Inc. 

The Burson Center 

Carroll Realty and Insurance 

Carrollton Club Apartments 

Carrollton Crossing 

Carrollton Manor 

Carrollton Properties, LLC 

Century 21 Novus Realty 

                                 (Continued on page 11) 
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CharterBank 

CMB Ventures LLC 

Commercial Realty Services of West Georgia 

Cottage Landing Senior Living 

DMBTAXES 

Duffey Appraisals, Inc. 

Duffey Realty 

E. Perry Waldrep, Jr. CPA 

Eagle South Properties 

Edward Jones / Dennis Brightman, Financial Advi-

sor 

Edward Jones / Fred O'Neal, Financial Advisor  

Edward Jones Investments/ Kinney Taylor 

Elwood Staffing 

ESW Investment Company 

ExP+ Group, Inc. 

Fairview Partnership, LLLP 

Farish Realty & Associates 

Future Staff 

GA Tech Enterprise Innovation Institute 

GA Tech Procurement Assistance Center 

Garrett & Robinson Investment 

Garrett, Thomas & Fazio, PC 

Georgia West Realty 

Government Tax Solutions 

Grant $$$$ for You 

Great Southern Agency, LLC 

Greer Tisinger, LLC 

Grillo & Associates, Inc. 

Hampton Court Apartments 

Hawkinson, Muchnick & Associate, PC 

Hickory Falls Apartment Homes 

Holmes Financial Group, Inc. 

J. Smith Lanier Company 

Joanie Lowe, LLC CPA 

Joshua H. Viau, Attorney 

K.L. Phillips Firm, LlC 

Kelly Service 

Law Office John B. Jackson 

Leigh Shirley Insurance Agency 

Linco Properties, LLC 

Magnolia Lake Apartment Homes 

Mainstreet Bowdon 

Mainstreet Carrollton 

Mainstreet Villa Rica 

Martin-Yoder Financial Services 

Mayfair at Carrollton 

The McBrayer Company Inc. 

Meg Wilson State Farm 

Metro West Realty 

Milestone Investment Management, LLC 

My Financial Center 

Nielson, Ward, Gann & Associates 

New Destiny Consulting 

North Georgia Staffing 

Oaks of Carrollton Assisted Living 

Penland and Penland, P.C. 

Piedmont Marine Enterprises LLC 

Price & Pyles, P.C. 

Primerica Financial Services 

Purchasing Alliance Solutions, Inc. 

Randstad Work Solutions 

Regions Bank ï Carrollton 

Regions Bank ï Villa Rica 

River Pointe 

Rushton & Company, LLC 

Security Finance ï Carrollton 

Security Finance ï Villa Rica 

Shadrix Lane, P.C. 

Shaver Law Group, LLC 

Sheila J. Butler and Company, Inc. 

Small Business Development Center at UWG 

Small Town Bank 

Smithôs Market, Inc. 

Southern Homes & Land Realty 

Southern States Bank 

Southland Insurance Agency 

State Farm Insurance/ Amy Brown 

State Farm Insurance/ Jill Duncan 

State Farm Insurance/ Robert Kenimer 

Swindle Law Group, P.C. 

Tax Help of Carrollton 

The Hudson House, LLC 

The Jackson Firm, LLC 

The Parian Law Firm, LLC 

Thompson Insurance Agency 

T L Davis and Associates, Inc. 

Tisinger Vance, P.C. 

Toby J Powers Agency, Farmers Insurance 

United Community Bank ï Carrollton 

United Community Bank ï Villa Rica 

Velasquez Law Group, LLC 

Wells Fargo Bank- Newnan St. 

Wells Fargo- Bankhead Hwy. 

West Georgia Accounting 

West Georgia Village, LLC 

West Metro Board of Realtors 

Wiggins & Camp, P.C. 

Wildwood at Villa Rica Apartments 

Woodmen of World Life Insurance Society 

ZLA Solutions 

#ThinkCarrollFirst (Continued from page 8) 
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The Carroll County Chamber of Commerce features 

American Pie Pizzeria as the Business of the Month. 

Established in Carrollton in 2010, owners Max and 

Brenda Hartman and managers Doug Campbell and 

Joy Hartman are committed to a community/family 

focus at the restaurant located at 927 Maple Street. 

As sponsors of numerous ñSpirit Nightsò for various 

causes and groups, the management enjoys the op-

portunity to host large school/sports/church groups in 

the party room.  They are proud that their casual piz-

zeria has been voted ñBest Pizzeriaò every year since 

it opened. ñBusiness of the Monthò is an activity of 

the Chamberôs Business Development and Ambassa-

dor Committees. 

Hope for the Journey, Inc., a non-

profit organization that strives to 

empower women who have breast 

cancer, celebrated the opening of its 

office at Hudson Mill, 202 Bradley 

Street in Carrollton. Rosie Holley, 

founder and president, created the 

organization following her battle 

with breast cancer to encourage the 

sharing of information in addition to 

fellowship amongst those suffering 

and recovering from breast cancer. 

The organization assists by provid-

ing financial assistance, counseling 

with spiritual support, and insightful 

knowledge through support groups 

and programming.   
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The Womenôs Business Alliance (WBA) named 

Robin Custard as the 2017 Woman of the Year dur-

ing the Carroll County Chamber WBA awards 

luncheon.  In addition to the award presentation, 

President/CEO of the Shepherd Center Sarah  

Morrison was the featured speaker. 

 

Alicia Michael, 2014 WBA Woman of the Year, 

introduced Custard at the luncheon held at the Car-

rollton Cultural Arts Center. Custard is the control-

ler for Systems & Methods, Inc.  

 

Custard was nominated with the following introduc-

tion: ñRobin has quietly been a driving force in the 

Carroll County community. Not only does she have 

her regular day job, but she also teaches at UWG in 

the evenings because she has a passion for sharing 

her knowledge and skill.  This is the true sign of a 

great leader.ò 

 

Custard, a licensed CPA and CGMA, has managed 

the financial activities of SMI since 2006. Prior to 

her work with SMI, she performed and managed 

financial and internal control audits for Tarpley & 

Underwood, P.C. in areas that included technology, 

manufacturing, trucking, healthcare and service in-

dustries.  

 

Custard holds a Bachelor of Business Administra-

tion (BBA) in Accounting and Finance from Geor-

gia State University and a Masters of Professional 

Accounting from the University of West Georgia 

(UWG). In addition to her duties at SMI, she teach-

es an accounting course at UWG. 

She is a member of the Rotary Club of Carrollton 

Dawnbreakers and is a Paul Harris Fellow+7. She 

has served in numerous roles including president 

and led the club to Club of the Year for Midsize 

Clubs in District 6900 in 2013-2014. She served as 

the D6900 District Treasurer in 2014-2015.  

 

Custardôs nomination cited: ñRobin has always said 

yes when asked to serve on Rotary boards and com-

mittees and always brought her A-game to every 

single commitment.ò 

 

Custard is an active member of Southern Hills 

Christian Church and is involved in their City Sta-

tion project. She is married and has two sons and 

three grandchildren. 

 

This WBA award was created to honor a well-

rounded woman who excels in her professional life 

and gives back to her community.  Nominees are 

strong role models inspiring and empowering wom-

en to pursue opportunities while working to enhance 

the community.  

 

Alliance is a program of the Carroll County Cham-

ber of Commerce to promote the balanced interests 

and lifestyles of the communityôs professional 

women.  Sponsors of the organization are Georgia 

West Realty/Paula Waters; State Farm Insurance/Jill 

Duncan; Southland Insurance Agency; and Tanner 

Health System.  

 

 

Members of the WBA Committee pose with lunch-

eon speaker Sarah Morrison (center), President/

CEO of the Shepherd Center in Atlanta.  

Robin Custard named WBA Woman of the Year  
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Thank You Renewing Members 
Your membership is a symbol of confidence in the work of the Carroll County Chamber.  

We sincerely thank renewing members. for your ongoing support.  Please remember  

these partners when you do business. 

 

  
Carroll County Chamber Annual Dinner is February 2 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
-  

 
-  
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25+ years 

Southwire Company 

Systems and Methods, Inc. 

 

10-14 years 

Ashley Oaks Apartments 

Decostar Industries, Inc. 

Garrett & Robinson Investment 

Hardin, Vicki 

IHOP 

StarNews and StarNews Online 

Super 8 Carrollton 

 

5-9 years 

American Pie Pizzeria 

Commercial Realty Services of West Georgia 

Harrison Contracting Co., Inc. 

Indulge Salon & Day Spa 

Intertex World Resources 

Lazy Donkey Mexican Restaurant, The 

Mill Town Music Hall 

Millwork Sales & Salvage 

Pugmire Ford 

Schoerner, David 

1-4 years 

ASAP Self Storage/ Rockmart Rd. VR 

ASAP Self Storage/ S. Carroll Rd. VR 

ASAP Self Storage/ Temple 

Doublecakes by Chris 

Rivers Pools & Spas 

Southern States Bank 

SunSouth John Deere 

The Blake House 
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Over 50 attendees participated in the Women in Skilled Trades Open House co-sponsored 

by the Carroll County Chamber and West Georgia Technical College. The program was 

funded by the Georgia Partnership for Excellence in Education-College Access Grant to 

highlight high-demand career training available through no or low cost certificate and  

diploma programs at WGTC. In addition, the Chamber hosted Communities in Schoolsô 

high school students on industry tours at Dixie Converting, Southwire and Superior Inter-

national to glimpse first-hand high skilled jobs available in Carroll County. 

 


